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AN IMPROVED PROCESS FOR THE PREPARATION OF SILDENAFIL CITRATE
(Viagra) IN ITS POLYMORPHIC FORM

Dr KrishnaSarma Pathy.  Dr. Sriraman chakaravathy, Prof.Atchutha maiah,,K.v.s.sairam.

SHAKTHIBIOSCIENCE LTD  MUMBAI

Abstract-

The present invention provides an improved process for preparation of 1-[[3-(6,7-
dihydro-1-methyl-7-oxo-3-propyl-1H –pyrazolo[4,3-d]pyrimidin-5-yl)-4-
ethoxyphenyl]sulphonyl]-4methypiperazine citrate (Sildenafil Citrate) of
Polymorphic form I)
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The following specification particularly describes and ascertains the nature of this
invention, and the manner in which it is to be performed.

The present invention relates to “AN IMPROVED PROCESS FOR THE
PREPARATION OF SILDENAFIL CITRATE IN ITS POLYMORPHIC FORM I
Sildenafil citrate is a selective inhibitor of cyclic guanosine monophosphate (cGMP)
Specific phosphodiesterase type 5 (PDE 5), commercially developed by Pfizer, Inc.
as Viagra®. Sildenafil citrate is designated chemically as 1-[[3-(6,7-dihydro-1-methyl-7-
oxo-3-propyl-1H–pyrazolo[4,3-d]pyrimidin-5-yl)-4-ethoxyphenyl]sulphonyl]-4-
methypiperazine citrate . The compound has the following structure:
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The manufacture of Sildenafil citrate has been described in various patents and to cite a
few references, EP 1002798, EP 1779852, EP 0916675, US6066735, US6204383,
US2010048897, WO0119827, WO122918, and WO2004072079. Amongst the various
processes described, the process which has the possibility of scaling up to the Industrial
scale is as below:

With respect to polymorphic forms of Sildenafil citrate, while there are no patents
reported, but in a publication by A Badwan et al in the article on Sildenafil citrate,
published in “Analytical profiles of Drug Substances and Excipients vol. 27, pp 339-376,
describes three polymorphic forms.
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The present invention describes the process for the preparation of Sildenafil citrate of
Polymorphic form I as designated by us.
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C17H19ClN4O4S: 410.88 : C5H12N2: 100.16 C22H30N6O4S: 474.58

The process is  from the penultimate intermediate namely 5-(5-chlorosulphonyl-2-ethoxy
phenyl) -1-methyl-3-N-propyl-1,6-dihydro-7H-pyrasolo-(4,3-d)pyrimidin-7-one, which is
herein will be referred as chlorosulphonyl intermediate(1). This intermediate is
condensed with N-methylpiperazine(2) in a solvent preferably of chlorinated
hydrocarbon in presence of a trisubstituted amine or in presence of mixture of such
amines.
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C22H30N6O4S; 474.58 C6H8O7t: 192.12 C22H30N6O4S.C6H8O7;666.71

The resulting product of condensation namely Sildenafil base (3) is reacted with citric
acid in an aqueous medium to give Sildenafil citrate.
The crystallization conditions are well established to give crystalline form I. The powder
X-ray diffraction pattern of the Sildenafil Citrate Polymorphic form I is given in Fig. 1
and the 2θ values are given in Table 1.

The Differential scanning calorimeter graph of the Sildenafil citrate polymorph I under
specific conditions shows the melting point around 197.56°C. Fig. 2 depicts a
comparison of DSC thermogram scanned at 5˚C/min over a temperature range of 30˚C to
350˚C for Sildenafil citrate polymorphic form I.

The distinct advantage of the present invention over the prior art can be summarized as
per below:

(1) The present process, which describes the manufacturing process of Sildenafil
citrate, which is citrate is a selective inhibitor of cyclic guanosine
monophosphate(cGMP) Specific phosphodiesterase type 5 (PDE 5), has the
advantage of scaling up to the industrial level of production.
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(2) The process uses safe reagents in the process which makes it for industrial scale
operations.

(3) The yields in the process are high which makes it a cost effective process.
(4) Residual solvents play a very important role in the impurity profile of APIs as per

the ICH Guidelines ICH Q3C(R4). In this process by carrying out the final step of
condensation of Sildenafil base and citric acid in the aqueous medium followed
by crystallization, the residual solvents limits are well taken care of.

The details of the invention are further illustrated in the following examples.
Example 1: General preparation of Sildenafil base

In a 10 liter 3-necked flask, equipped with stirrer, thermometer and reflux condenser,
Methylene dichloride (6.6Liter) was charged and 4-ethoxy-3-(1-methyl-7-oxo-3-propyl-
6,7-dihydro-1H-pyrazolo[4,3-d]pyrimidin-5-yl)benzene-1-sulfonylchloride (823gm;
2×103mmoles) was added at 25-30°C. After the dissolution add N-methyl piperazine
(240gm; 2.39×103mmoles) at 25-30˚C in 15-20 minutes. Reaction mixture was stirred
properly and diisopropyl ethyl amine (262.5gm; 2.03×103mmoles) was added, the
resultant mixture was maintained at 20˚C to 30˚C for 2.5 hr. Methylene dichloride was
distilled under atmospheric pressure. Charge deionized water (1.64 Liter) in residue and
stir to form slurry, which was filtered and product was washed with deionized water (0.82
Liter) to give a wet Sildenafil base. The wet product was dried under vacuum of about
10mmHg at 65oC for 10 hrs to give Sildenafil base 827gm (HPLC purity-99.5% and
Molar yield 87%).

Example 2:
In a 10 liter 3-necked flask equipped with stirrer, thermometer and reflux condenser,
Methylene dichloride (6.6Liter) was charged and 4-ethoxy-3-(1-methyl-7-oxo-3-propyl-
6,7-dihydro-1H-pyrazolo[4,3-d]pyrimidin-5-yl)benzene-1-sulfonylchloride (823gm;
2×103mmoles) was added at room temperature. After the dissolution add N-methyl
piperazine (240gm; 2.39×103mmoles) at 25-30˚C in 15-20 minutes. Reaction mixture
was stirred properly and mixture of diisopropyl ethyl amine(335gm; 2.59×103mmoles)
and Triethyl amine (262.5 gm; 2.59×103mmoles) was added, the resultant mixture was
maintained at ambient temperature for 2.5 hr. Methylene dichloride was distilled under
atmospheric pressure. Charge deionized water (1.64 Liter) in residue and stir to form
slurry, which was filtered and product was washed with deionized water (0.82 Liter) to
give a wet Sildenafil base. The wet product was dried under vacuum of about 10mmHg at
65oC for 10 hrs to give Sildenafil base 779 gm (HPLC purity-99.5% and Molar yield
82%).

Example 3:

In a 10 liter 3-necked flask equipped with stirrer, thermometer and reflux condenser,
Methylene dichloride (6.6Liter) was charged and 4-ethoxy-3-(1-methyl-7-oxo-3-propyl-
6,7-dihydro-1H-pyrazolo[4,3-d]pyrimidin-5-yl)benzene-1-sulfonylchloride (823gm;
2×103mmoles) was added at room temperature. After the dissolution add N-methyl
piperazine (240gm; 2.39×103mmoles) at 25-30˚C in 15-20 minutes. Reaction mixture
was stirred properly and mixture of diisopropyl ethyl amine (52.6gm; 0.406×103mmoles)
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and Triethyl amine (164.6gm; 1.626×103mmoles) was added, the resultant mixture was
maintained at 25˚C to 30˚C temperature for 2.5hr. Methylene dichloride was distilled
under atmospheric pressure. Charge deionized water (1.64 Liter) in residue and stir to
form slurry, which was filtered and product was washed with water (0.82 Liter) to give a
wet Sildenafil base. The wet product was dried under vacuum of about 10mmHg at 65oC
for 10 hrs to give Sildenafil base 872gm (HPLC purity-99.8% and Molar yield 91.7%).

Example 4: Synthesis of Sildenafil citrate (Form I)

In a 50-liter glass assembly, deionised water (21 liter) was charged and Sildenafil base
(840gm; 1.769×03mmoles) was added to it at room temperature. The reaction mixture
was heated to 60-65̊ C in 1 hr. Citric acid (370gm; 1.76×103mmoles) was added to the
pre heated reaction mixture. The resultant mixture was further heated up and maintained
at 80-85˚C, for 1hr and then charcoal treatment given at same temperature. Filter the
reaction mass. Filtrate was allow to cool at 10-15˚C, resultant product obtained is filtered
and washed with deionised water (0.84 Liter).Product was dried in vacuum (about 10 mm
Hg) at 75oC as a polymorphic form I of Sildenafil citrate salt 1.0 kg. (HPLC purity-
99.9% and Molar yield 85%).

Example 5: Synthesis of Sildenafil citrate (Form I)

In a 500 liter SS reactor, 4-ethoxy-3-(1-methyl-7-oxo-3-propyl-6,7-dihydro-1H-
pyrazolo[4,3-d]pyrimidin-5-yl)benzene-1-sulfonyl chloride (30kg) was mixed with
Methylene dichloride (240Liter) at 25̊ C to 30˚C temperature, followed by addition of N-
methyl piperazine (8.1kg) at 25-30˚C in 45-60 minutes. After addition reaction mixture
was stirred properly and mixture of diisopropyl ethyl amine (2.0kg) and Triethyl amine
(6.0kg) was added, the resultant mixture was maintained at 25˚C to 30˚C temperature for
3-4 hr. Methylene dichloride was distilled under atmospheric pressure. Charge deionized
water (60 Liter) in residue and stir properly to form slurry, which was filtered and
product was washed with deionised water (30 Liter) to give a wet Sildenafil base. The
wet product was dried under vacuum of about 10mmHg to give Sildenafil base 33.0 kg
(HPLC purity-99.8% and Molar yield 95%).

In a 1200 liter SS reactor, sildenafil base (30kg) was mixed with water (750Liter.) at
room temperature, heat the reaction mixture to 60-65˚C. Citric acid (13.2kg) was added
to the pre heated reaction mixture and the resultant mixture was further heated to 80-85˚C
for 1hr, reaction mixture treated with carbon charcoal and then it was filtered. Filtrate
obtained was cool to 10-15˚C, resultant product obtained is filtered and washed with
deionised water. Product was dried in vacuum (about 10 mm Hg) at 75oC as a
polymorphic form I of Sildenafil citrate salt 35.5-36kg. (HPLC purity-99.9% and Molar
yield 85%).
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The powder X-Ray diffraction is given in Figure 1.
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Table 1: A table for 2θ Values of Sildenafil citrate polymorphic form I
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